


Nicaragua is the largest country in Central Nicaragua is the largest country in Central 
America.  It is about the size of the state of America.  It is about the size of the state of 
North Carolina.North Carolina.

The western 20% of Nicaragua was colonized by The western 20% of Nicaragua was colonized by 
Spain and has about 80% of the country’s total Spain and has about 80% of the country’s total 
population.  The larger eastern area was population.  The larger eastern area was 
colonized by England.  Only 10% of Nicaragua’s colonized by England.  Only 10% of Nicaragua’s 
population live alone the Caribbean coastal population live alone the Caribbean coastal 
area.area.

Nicaragua’s history is filled with warfare and Nicaragua’s history is filled with warfare and 
with interference by foreign governments.  The with interference by foreign governments.  The 
United States is among the interfering United States is among the interfering 
countries.countries.



Natural disasters also have been a problem for Nica ragua.

*  In 1972 sixteen thousand people lost their lives

in an earthquake in Managua, the capital city.

*  Over a hundred people died in an earthquake, 

followed by a tidal wave, in Nicaragua in 1992.

*  Three thousand people were killed in Nicaragua,

and many made homeless, by Hurricane Mitch in 

1998.

*  At least one hundred and forty-nine people were 

killed and homes and infrastructure damaged 

when Hurricane Felix hit the Atlantic Coast 

of Nicaragua in September 2007.



It is a country with great natural beauty.
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The faces of
Nicaragua are
mostly young.
Over 50% of
the people are
under 30 years
old.







Of course there are older
people as well.

Horses and oxen are still 
commonly used as beast 
of burden and transportation.



In Nicaragua 
there are a few
who are very 
wealthy

and there are
also the very, 
very poor.



In Nicaragua, the poverty level is considered to be a family who
earns less than $2.00 US a day.  30.5% of the families living in
rural Nicaragua and 6.7% of the families living in the urban areas 
are living below the poverty level.



While some people
have enough money
to have a nice home

their neighbors across
the road are not nearly
as well off. 



Of the families who live below the $2.00 per day poverty level, 70.3% 
of the rural families and 30.9% of the urban families live in extreme

poverty earning less than $1.00 US a day.



The mission partners we were working with was AMOS (A Ministry
of Sharing) Health and Hope.  They are dedicated to improving the 
health and quality of life of people living in rural Nicaragua.

They work closely with CEPAD, the council of protestant churches 
in Nicaragua who likewise are working to improve life for those who
live in rural Nicaragua.



This home is fairly typical of those being built by many of the 
organizations that help improve the quality of life of rural Nicaraguan
people.  Most are modest one room houses.  Some of their kitchens 
are outside of their homes to keep smoke and heat out of the house.



Our original purpose for going to 
Nicaragua was to help build a 
storage building for AMOS.  

The storage building was now 
needed more than ever as many 
donations would soon arrive to 
help with the disaster relief.



Everyone was involved in the 
construction of the storage 
building in one way or another.

There was plenty of work
to go around.



Our 2007 Nicaragua Team

Chris Booe
Les Pierce,  Mike Booe,  Bennie Olliff, Coleman Akin,  Mike Blaine

Bill Booe,  Jill Hinton,  Donna Schulz,  Verna Treasure,  Nancy Blaine



Some of our team also spent
time packing up some of the
medical donations to be sent
to the disaster area following
Hurricane Felix. 



The donations had
to be counted and
inventoried as they
were placed into
the boxes that they
would be shipped
in.

The items being sent were varied.
There were antibacterial ointments,
vitamins, aspirin and other pain
killers, cotton swabs, rubbing alcohol
and layettes (supplies for mothers of 
new born babies).



Hurricane Felix swept across the north 
eastern portion of Nicaragua. Arriving
at 4:45 AM on Sept 4, 2007 it came 
ashore with sustained winds of 180 mph.

We arrived 10 days later.



The eastern 80% of Nicaragua is largely desolate.The eastern 80% of Nicaragua is largely desolate.
There is only one road that travels all the way There is only one road that travels all the way 
from the Capital City of Managua to the east from the Capital City of Managua to the east 
coast.  This road leads to Puerto coast.  This road leads to Puerto CabezasCabezas and itand it
is 360 miles of slow tedious travel.  Much of theis 360 miles of slow tedious travel.  Much of the
road is an unimproved path across grass lands androad is an unimproved path across grass lands and
vehicles often become stuck in the rainy season.vehicles often become stuck in the rainy season.

Under the best of conditions vehicles have been Under the best of conditions vehicles have been 
known to travel the distance in about 11 hours.  known to travel the distance in about 11 hours.  
Following Hurricane Felix the first disaster Following Hurricane Felix the first disaster 
relief trucks arrived in Puerto relief trucks arrived in Puerto CabezasCabezas duringduring
their third day of travel.their third day of travel.

From Puerto From Puerto CabezasCabezas most travel to other most travel to other 
hurricane damaged areas is accomplished by boathurricane damaged areas is accomplished by boat
or plane.or plane.
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As normal communications between Managua and the north eastern
coastline were disrupted by Hurricane Felix an urgent request for 
Amateur Radio High Frequency radios was sent to us by our mission 
partners AMOS, and CEPAD.  The radios were urgently needed to help
coordinate the disaster response to the hurricane.  Five ICOM IC-718 
radios and antenna systems were purchased to meet the need.  



Amateur HF radios are capable 
of  talking across the entire country
of Nicaragua and even around the 
world.  The next thing needed were 
people who were familiar with such
equipment.  God provided Pastor 
Mike Blaine and Les Pierce who 
are licensed Amateur Radio 
operators.  Both of these men were
already scheduled to go to 
Nicaragua.
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CEPAD 
radio 

installation



Jessica Chapman is a
volunteer from the US
who is working with 
AMOS for 1 year.  She
assisted the amateur 
operators in installing
the radios and acted as
their interpreter.

CEPAD has a radio license to operate at a frequency above the 40
meter Amateur Radio frequencies.  This removes the requirement that 

their radio operators 
be individually 
licensed.



September is in the middle of the rainy season in Nicaragua.

While in the mountains south east of Managua this rain
front began to move in.  Our drivers decided to make a run
for paved roads before we became stranded by mud and 
washed out roads.



About 10 minutes after the rain began falling.



About 20 minutes after the rain began falling.



About 30 minutes after the rain began falling.



About 40 minutes after the rain began falling we crossed this bridge.



About an hour later we were on paved highway.  
We had traveled only 10 miles in that hour as the roads were so rough.




